ALA Student to Staff Program, 2013
LISSA is accepting applications for the ALA Studentto-Staff Program, which will sponsor one SLIS student to attend 2013 ALA Annual Conference, June 27-July 2, in Chicago. Deadline for submitting the application is Nov. 1, 2012. Applicants must submit an essay of 100 words in .doc format about why you want to participate in this program and how participation may help your career. In the essay, state your ALA membership, GPA, and how far you are in the program. To apply, you must be a fully-admitted SLIS grad student who never before participated in ALA's Student-to-Staff program. Send the essay to: xinyu.yu@usm.edu
ALA Student to Staff Program, 2012 by Deanna Day
In June I had the privilege of serving as Student-2-Staffer (S2S) for SLIS at the 2012 ALA Annual Conference in Anaheim, June 21-26. I shared this experience with nearly 30,000 attendees from around the globe, including 39 fellow S2S'rs from around the country. It was a pleasure to meet and get acquainted with these very bright, talented, professional young librarians--all of whom are sure to find successful, rewarding careers in our field.
Aside from working four hours a day, student volunteers had the opportunity to attend networking events, receptions, and educational sessions. Attendees could choose from hundreds of offerings that followed "tracks" such as classification, reference, public, academic, or K-12 librarianship. While attending sessions on research and publishing, I quickly learned that the introduction to research I received from USM faculty far surpassed that of most students, and very often, long-time professionals! One of the highlights from this year's meeting was the final performance of the Rock Bottom Remainders. The band, which included Amy Tan, Dave and Sam Barry, Roy Blount, Mitch Albom, Matt Groening, and, yes, Stephen King, first performed over 20 years ago. This final tour was fondly called the "Past Our Bedtime Tour."
Attending the convention, participating in thoughtprovoking sessions, and meeting colleagues and fellow S2Srs, was an unforgettable experience and a great way to begin a new career. I appreciate the opportunity LISSA provided me and would encourage others to apply for the program next year. ALA sponsors the program annually and provides convention registration, room, and board in return for work at the conference. LISSA provides airfare to attend the meeting. This will be the second year that the School of Library and Information Science at Southern Miss has the distinct honor of hosting the co-presentation by the Ezra Jack Keats Foundation and the deGrummond Children's Literature Collection of the Ezra Jack Keats New Writer and New Illustrator Awards for Children's Books! SLIS has hosted an Ezra Jack Keats Lecturer through the support of the Keats Foundation at the book festival for a number of years, the opportunity to host this award provides another opportunity for recognition of the contributions and influences of Keats' works and highlights the scope of the de Grummond Children's Collection as a repository for Ezra Keats works.
British Studies, July 2012 and 2013
British Studies LIS 580/587 spent a wonderful July in London and Edinburgh with day trips to Oxford, Stratford-upon-Avon, and the Lake District. 
